PARAGUAY AND  UJlCGUAY                                 503
from Asuncion to Encamacicn.    Within recent years cotton has
been grown, apparently with beneficial results to the country as a
whole, and tobacco is another important commercial crop. Large
quantities of oranges are exported, -laize and cassava, ire- cultivated
for home consumption, and attempts to grow wheat are being made.
Yerba mate, or Paraguayan tea, is oDts_ir.ed bv drying and .grind-
ing into a kind of coarse powder the leaves and twigs oi an evergreen
shrub known as Ilex paragnsnsis. When infused, it yields a drink
which is used as a tonic and stimulant ; it is much in request
throughout South America, and is beginning to make its \ray into
Europe. The yeiba plant is fcund in a wild condition throughout
the region, but much of what is now consumed is a plantation pro-
duct. With improved means of transport the forests might become
an important source of revenue.
WHSTE:^ PARAGUAY, which lies ba:v;cc-n the "Paraguay and the
Pilconiayo, belongs LO the bed of the ancient Pampean Sea, and
really forms part of the Gran Chaco. Linen of the surface is
covered with forest, jungle, and swamp, tut there are considerable
areas of good grassland. Quebracho, from which tannin is obtained,
is found in the forests, especially in "those along the west side of
the Paraguay; factories have been erected for the extraction of
the tannin, and logs are exported. On the grasslands some
ranches have been established, and attempts at the cultivation of
cotton and other crops have been made. The development of the
region is greatly handicapped by the want of good means of com-
munication.
The backward condition of Paraguay is due in part to the de-
vastating wars waged against its neighbours, In part to its distance
from the great lines of communication. A railway runs from
Asuncion, the capital, to Villa Encamacion, on the Parana. Opposite
Villa Encarnacion is Posadas the terminus of the Argentine North-
Eastern railway, so that Asuncion is now within fifty hours of
Buenos Aires by rail instead of five days by boat, as formerly,
URUGUAY
Uruguay has an area of 72,000 square miles, and is the smallest
of the Sojj|h American states. Physically it belongs to the southern
slope of the Brazilian Highland, but the relief of the country is
slight, the hills are of low elevation, and wide rolling plains constitute